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Part 4 – The Third Commandment
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INTRODUCTION

· Prayer- Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for the blessing of your holy Word and the privilege to worship you in spirit and in truth.  Bless us as we study your Word today that we might regard it as holy, and gladly hear and learn it. Amen.
· In the Old Testament God prescribed every detail of worship for his people. On Saturdays they were to find rest for their bodies by not working and rest for their souls by following God’s ceremonial laws.  In the New Testament those old ceremonial laws were set aside because they were fulfilled by Jesus.  In Colossians 2:17 we read, “They are only a shadow of the things that were going to come. But what is real is found in Christ.”

· In the New Testament the Lord does not set any specific day for worship but has given us the Christian freedom to determine how we will worship him and learn his Word.
WHAT DOES GOD FORBID IN THE THIRD COMMANDMENT?

· God forbids the despising of his Word by refusing to hear it.
· Ephesians 2:12: Before you believed in Christ, you were separated from him. You were not considered to be citizens of Israel. You were not included in what the covenants promised. You were without hope and without God in the world.
1. Who today would be “without God in the world?”

· Luke 14:16-24: 16 Jesus replied, "A certain man was preparing a big dinner. He invited many guests. 17 Then the day of the dinner arrived. He sent his servant to those who had been invited. The servant told them, 'Come. Everything is ready now.'  18 "But they all had the same idea. They began to make excuses. The first one said, 'I have just bought a field. I have to go and see it. Please excuse me.'  19 "Another said, 'I have just bought five pairs of oxen. I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.'  20 "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'  21 "The servant came back and reported this to his master.  "Then the owner of the house became angry. He ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the town. Bring in those who are poor. Also bring those who can't walk, the blind and the disabled.'  22 " 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done. But there is still room.'  23 "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads. Go out to the country lanes. Make the people come in. I want my house to be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my dinner.' "

2. What kind of excuses have you heard for not going to church or studying God’s Word?

· God forbids despising his Word by hearing it carelessly.
· Hebrews 10:25: Let us not give up meeting together. Some are in the habit of doing this. Instead, let us cheer each other up with words of hope. Let us do it all the more as you see the day coming when Christ will return.
3. What are some legitimate excuses for not attending church regularly?

· Ecclesiastes 5:1: Be careful what you say when you go to God's house. Go there to listen. Don't be like foolish people when you offer your sacrifice. They do what is wrong and don't even know it.
4. What are some excuses offered for not listening carefully when one is in church or Bible class?

· God forbids despising his Word by refusing to believe it.
· John 8:47: "Everyone who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you don't hear is that you don't belong to God."
5. Are there any parts of God’s Word that you don’t believe or that trouble you?  If so, what are they?

· Mark 16:16: Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who does not believe will be punished.
6. What does it mean to “not believe?”

7. What kind of “punishment” is God talking about?

WHAT DOES GOD REQUIRE IN THE THIRD COMMANDMENT?
· God requires that we hear his Word in public worship.
· Colossians 3:16: Let Christ's word live in you like a rich treasure. Teach and correct each other wisely. Sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing with thanks in your hearts to God.
8. Where do we usually go for the things Paul hear talks about?
· Psalm 122:1: I was very glad when they said to me, "Let us go up to the house of the Lord."
9. Why should we be glad to go to church whenever we have the opportunity?
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· James 1:22: Don't just listen to the word. You fool yourselves if you do that. You must do what it says.
11. How will we give evidence in our lives that we are “doing” the Word?
· God requires that we should read his Word in private.
· Acts 17:11: The Bereans were very glad to receive Paul's message. They studied the Scriptures carefully every day. They wanted to see if what Paul said was true. So they were more noble than the Thessalonians.
12. How can you determine if something said by a pastor or Bible study leader in a sermon or class is true or not?

· Deuteronomy 6:7: Make sure your children learn them. Talk about them when you are at home. Talk about them when you walk along the road. Speak about them when you go to bed. And speak about them when you get up.
13. Where should children learn about God and his Word?

OUR RESPONSE

14. Is deliberately skipping church as much of a sin as lying or murder? Explain your answer.

15. Explain the difference between these two statements:

a. God has given us the freedom to choose our days of worship.
b. God has not given us the freedom to despise his Word.
Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION® (NIrV). NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
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GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES


(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)











Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.


What does this mean?


We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and his Word, but regard it as holy, and gladly hear and learn it.








God requires that we should “do” his Word.


Luke 11:28: He replied, "Instead, blessed are those who hear God's word and obey it."


In what ways are we “blessed” as we hear the Word?
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