TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES

(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)

Part 5 – The Fourth Commandment

Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents and others in authority, but honor, serve and obey them, and give them love and respect.
INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – Thank you, O Lord, that you have blessed us with parents and others who have taken care of us.  Teach us through your Word to respect and honor them as we respect and honor you.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
· Authority is being challenged more than ever today.  Children rebel against their parents and citizens rebel against the government.  The attitude, “I’ll do what I want to do when I want to do it” seems to prevail in many circles.  Rebellion against any of these earthly authorities is really rebellion against God. (If there is time you might discuss different forms of rebellion against authority.)
· The Fourth Commandment will help us see who God’s representatives are and what is expected of those who rule and those who are being ruled.

GOD’S REPRESENTATIVES IN THE HOME

· Who are God’s representatives in the home?

· Ephesians 6:1-2: 1 Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it's the right thing to do. 2 Scripture says, "Honor your father and mother." That is the first commandment that has a promise.
1. What responsibility do Christian children have toward their parents? To obey them unless the parents tell the children to do something that is sinful or harmful.  Then they must obey God first even if it means punishment from parents (See Acts 5:29).
· What blessings does God give through his representatives in the home?

· Ephesians 6:2-3: 2 Scripture says, "Honor your father and mother." That is the first commandment that has a promise. 3 "Then things will go well with you. You will live a long time on the earth."—(Deuteronomy 5:16)
2. What two-fold promise does God make to those who keep this commandment? 1) Things will go well for us.  2) We will have a long life on earth. These are general universal statements.  If children obey their parents their lives are generally easier.  Children who obey their parents have less stress in life and thus the potential for a longer life.  However, just because one doesn’t live long on earth does not automatically mean that one was disobedient.
· How are God’s blessings hindered by his representatives in the home?

· 1 Samuel 2:2-17, 22-25:  12 Eli's sons were evil men. They didn't know the Lord. 13 When anyone came to offer a sacrifice, here is what the priests would do. While the meat was being boiled, the servant of the priest would come with a large fork in his hand. 14 He would stick it into the pan or pot or small or large kettle. Then the priest would take for himself everything the fork brought up. That's how Eli's sons treated all of the people of Israel who came to Shiloh. 15 Even before the fat was burned, the servant of the priest would come over. He would speak to the man who was offering the sacrifice. He would say, "Give the priest some meat to cook. He won't accept boiled meat from you. All he'll accept is raw meat."  16 Sometimes the man would say to him, "Let the fat be burned up first. Then take what you want."  But the servant would answer, "No. Hand it over right now. If you don't, I'll take it away from you by force."  17 That sin of Eli's sons was very great in the Lord's sight. That's because they were making fun of his offering…  22 Eli was very old. He kept hearing about everything his sons were doing to all of the people of Israel. He also heard how they were having sex with the women who served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  23 So Eli said to his sons, "Why are you doing those things? All of the people are telling me about the evil things you are doing. 24 No, my sons. The report I hear isn't good. And it's spreading among the Lord's people. 25 If a man sins against someone else, God can help that sinner. But if a man sins against the Lord, who can help him?"  In spite of what their father Eli said, his sons didn't pay any attention to his warning. That's because the Lord had already decided to put them to death. 

· 3. What blessings might we lose by our constant disobedience? We could lose the blessing of forgiveness and eternal life because disobedience of parents is a sin and unrepented sin is a rejection of God and his salvation.
· How should we honor God’s representatives?

· Ephesians 6:1: 1 Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it's the right thing to do.
4. What is the best way to honor one’s parents? To do what one is told without argument; to learn from one’s parents and follow their example (if it is a good one!).
· Genesis 45:9-11:  9 "Now hurry back to my father. Say to him, 'Your son Joseph says, "God has made me master of the whole land of Egypt. Come down to me. Don't waste any time. 10 You will live in the area of Goshen. You, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you have will be near me. 11 There I will provide everything you need.  Five years without enough food are still coming. If you don't come down here, you and your family and everyone who belongs to you will lose everything.
5. What is your responsibility to your parents when they are old? We are still to honor and respect our parents and take care of them as necessary when they cannot take care of themselves.
· What is God’s command to his representatives in the home?
· 1 Samuel 3:13: I told Eli I would punish his family forever. He knew his sons were sinning. He knew they were making fun of me. In spite of that, he failed to stop them.
6. What responsibility do you have as a parent toward your children? We are to provide for our children’s well being.  This includes material things like clothing and shoes, but also love and discipline, education and religious training. Note that the Lord called Eli to account for his son’s actions even though they were adults!
· Proverbs 13:24: Those who don't correct their children hate them.  But those who love them are careful to train them.
7. What is the difference between correcting a child and abusing a child? Correction of a child is an act of love and may include spanking.  Abuse of a child is when the correction is brutal and done out of malice and anger to vent one’s own frustrations and not in the best interests of the child.
GOD’S REPRESENTATIVES IN THE GOVERNMENT

· Who are these representatives?

· Romans 13:1: All of you must be willing to obey completely those who rule over you. There are no authorities except the ones God has chosen. Those who now rule have been chosen by God.
8. How is our obedience to our government different if it is a “friendly” government or a “hostile” government? There is no difference.  We are to obey all governments unless they force us to do something against God’s Word. Then we obey God rather than man – Acts 5:29.
· What are God’s blessings through his representatives?

· Romans 13:4a: He serves God and will do you good. But if you do wrong, watch out! The ruler doesn't carry a sword for no reason at all. He serves God.
9. What are some blessings we enjoy from our government? Various answers such as peace, education, social programs, health concerns, etc.
· How are God’s blessings hindered?

· Romans 13:2: So when you oppose the authorities, you are opposing those whom God has appointed. Those who do that will be judged.
10. What blessings are lost when the laws are not followed? Chaos is the result and we cannot enjoy the blessings listed in answer 9.
· How should we honor God’s representatives?

· Matthew 22:21: Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar. And give to God what belongs to God."
11. Why does the government have the right to impose taxes? God specifically gives the government that right.  It is the way the government funds its programs.
· What is God’s command to his representatives in the government?

· Romans 13:4: He serves God and will do you good. But if you do wrong, watch out! The ruler doesn't carry a sword for no reason at all. He serves God. And God is carrying out his anger through him. The ruler punishes anyone who does wrong.
12. Does the government have the right to carry out capital punishment? (See Genesis 9:6) Yes, the government has that right if it deems that is the best way to preserve the peace.  It must not be carried out “vigilante style” however. It is not the right of an individual to take matters into his/her own hand; it is the right of the government alone.
GOD’S REPRESENTATIVES IN THE CHURCH

· Who are God’s representatives in the church?

· Luke 10:16: "Anyone who listens to you listens to me. Anyone who does not accept you does not accept me. And anyone who does not accept me does not accept the One who sent me."
13. How are we to regard God’s called workers (pastors, teachers, chaplains, etc.) today? They are representatives of God and are to be regarded and respected as such.
· What blessings does God give through his representatives in the church?

· Hebrews 13:17: Obey your leaders. Put yourselves under their authority. They keep watch over you. They know they are accountable to God for everything they do. Obey them so that their work will be a joy. If you make their work a heavy load, it won't do you any good.
14. Share if you have a particular church worker who shared God’s Word with you in a special way? Various answers.  Perhaps it was a person who did not “give up on you” or one that explained God’s Word in a very clear way, etc.
· How are God’s blessings hindered?

· Hebrews 13:7: Remember your leaders. They spoke God's word to you. Think about the results of their way of life. Copy their faith.
15. When would a pastor have the responsibility to admonish you? That is the job of the pastor!  He is preach the law to show sin and lead people to repentance and then to preach the gospel to assure repentant sinners that their sins are fully and completely forgiven in Christ.
· What is God’s command to his representatives?

· 2 Timothy 4:2: Preach the word. Be ready to serve God in good times and bad. Correct people's mistakes. Warn them. Cheer them up with words of hope. Be very patient as you do these things. Teach them carefully.
16. What should be our response if a pastor (or fellow Christian) points out a sin in our lives and calls us to repentance? We should take his Word as coming from God himself and humbly repent of our sins and seek forgiveness from the Lord.
OUR RESPONSE

· Repent of your sinfulness against parents and other representatives of God.

· Believe in the forgiveness for all of your sins through the merits of Jesus Christ, your Lord and Savior.

· Look to the Holy Spirit, through the Word (and sacraments) to strengthen and empower you to be respectful to those in authority over you.
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