TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES

(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)

Part 9 – The Eighth Commandment

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him or give him a bad name, but defend him, speak well of him and take his words and actions in the kindest possible way.
INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – O Lord Jesus, you have made us your children through faith and given us our good name.  Help us to protect our good name and the good names of others by our words and our actions.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
· Do you have a bad or a good reputation among other people?  If you have a bad reputation it might be of your own making by decisions you made.  However, some people have a bad reputation when they don’t deserve it.  Someone may have disliked them or wanted to get even with them and marred our good reputations.

· God in his goodness protects our and our neighbor’s good name with this commandment.  If your reputation is good, value that highly.  If it is bad, let’s repent where we have been responsible and let us seek to reestablish a good reputation with others.  In this commandment God is building a protective wall around our good name and the good name of others.

WHAT GOD FORBIDS IN THIS COMMANDMENT

· In general, God forbids all sins of the tongue.

· James 3:2-12: 2 All of us get tripped up in many ways. Suppose someone is never wrong in what he says. Then he is a perfect man. He is able to keep his whole body under control. 3 We put a bit in the mouth of a horse to make it obey us. We can control the whole animal with it. 4 And how about ships? They are very big. They are driven along by strong winds. But they are steered by a very small rudder. It makes them go where the captain wants to go. 5 In the same way, the tongue is a small part of the body. But it brags a lot. Think about how a small spark can set a big forest on fire. 6 The tongue also is a fire. The tongue is the most evil part of the body. It pollutes the whole person. It sets a person's whole way of life on fire. And the tongue is set on fire by hell. 7 People have controlled all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea. They still control them. 8 But no one can control the tongue. It is an evil thing that never rests. It is full of deadly poison. 9 With our tongues we praise our Lord and Father. With our tongues we call down curses on people. We do it even though they have been created to be like God. 10 Praise and cursing come out of the same mouth. My brothers and sisters, it shouldn't be that way. 11 Can fresh water and salt water flow out of the same spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives? Can a grapevine bear figs? Of course not. And a saltwater spring can't produce fresh water either.
1. What do we have to do to bring our tongue under control? We have to control our minds and thoughts because our words come from our mind. 
· God forbids lying to or about our neighbor.

· Proverbs 12:22: The Lord hates those whose lips tell lies. But he is pleased with people who tell the truth.
2. What is the difference between a lie and a white lie? There is no difference, both are lying.  We should always strive to be truthful, even in the little things of life.
· John 8:44: You belong to your father, the devil. You want to obey your father's wishes. "From the beginning, the devil was a murderer. He has never obeyed the truth. There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his natural language. He does this because he is a liar. He is the father of lies.

3. Can a person be a habitual liar and a Christian at the same time? “Habitual” can mean that one does not try to change.  If one is guilty of persistent, deliberate sin without repentance one is denying the Christian faith.  Even repentant Christians, however, do sometimes have extreme difficulty striving to overcome a particular sin.  God does not forsake the repentant Christian, regardless of how serious a sin he is committing, but seeks to strengthen the faith of that person so the person can overcome that sin.
· Ephesians 4:25: So each of you must get rid of your lying. Speak the truth to your neighbor. We are all parts of one body.
3. How can we “get rid” of our lying? Like so many other things in life there must be a clear acknowledgement of one’s sin, repentance for it, faith in God’s forgiveness, and willingness through the Holy Spirit’s power to make the changes necessary in life.
· God forbids betraying our neighbor.

· Proverbs 11:13: Those who talk about others tell secrets. But those who can be trusted keep things to themselves.
5. Why is it dangerous to talk about other people? First of all, God forbids it!  Also, what you say (even if it is true) may be passed on to other people for evil purposes. And, if you are talking and gossiping about others, others may be doing the same about you!
· God forbids slandering our neighbor.

· 2 Samuel 15:1-6: 1 Some time later, Absalom got a chariot and horses for himself. He also got 50 men to run in front of him. 2 He would get up early. He would stand by the side of the road that led to the city gate. Sometimes a person would come with a case for the king to decide. Then Absalom would call out to him, "What town are you from?" He would answer, "I'm from one of the tribes of Israel."  3 Absalom would say, "Look, your claims are based on the law. So you have every right to make them. But the king doesn't have anyone here who can listen to your case." 4 Absalom would continue, "I wish I were appointed judge in the land! Then anyone who has a case or a claim could come to me. I would make sure he is treated fairly."  5 Sometimes people would approach Absalom and bow down to him. Then he would reach out his hand. He would take hold of them and kiss them. 6 Absalom did that to all of the people of Israel who came to the king with their cases or claims. That's why the hearts of the people were turned toward him.
6. What happens when a “story” is repeated a number of times? The story usually gets twisted and changed and is nothing like the original story. What might have been innocent in the beginning can be slanderous after it has passed through several people.
· James 4:11: My brothers and sisters, don't speak against one another. Anyone who speaks against another believer speaks against the law. And anyone who judges another believer judges the law. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it. Instead, you are acting as if you were its judge.
7. What are we not to do according to James? We are not to judge other people’s motives for their actions.  We can call people to account (see questions 15 & 16) but we do so on the basis of their actions, not their motives.
· God forbids all talk that comes out of a false heart.

· John 12:1-6: 1 It was six days before the Passover Feast. Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived. Lazarus was the one Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 A dinner was given at Bethany to honor Jesus. Martha served the food. Lazarus was among those at the table with Jesus. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard. It was an expensive perfume. She poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the sweet smell of the perfume.  4 But Judas Iscariot didn't like what Mary did. He was one of Jesus' disciples. Later he was going to hand Jesus over to his enemies. Judas said, 5 "Why wasn't this perfume sold? Why wasn't the money given to poor people? It was worth a year's pay."  6 He didn't say this because he cared about the poor. He said it because he was a thief. Judas was in charge of the money bag. He used to help himself to what was in it.
8. How might a person show that what he says sounds good but it is really from a false heart? We look at the person’s actions.  We cannot judge the motives but usually the false motives will eventually come out as it did with Judas in this Bible account.
· Proverbs 6:16-19: 16 There are six things the Lord hates. In fact, he hates seven things. 17 The Lord hates proud eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that kill those who aren't guilty. 18 He also hates hearts that make evil plans, feet that are quick to do evil. 19 any witness who pours out lies, and anyone who stirs up family fights.
9. How might a person speak the truth with an “evil” purpose? A person might have done something wrong (sinful) but is repentant for it.  Another person might spread that information to “get even” with that person who has done wrong or to try to take away that person’s good name.
WHAT GOD REQUIRES IN THIS COMMANDMENT

· God requires that we verbally defend our neighbor.

· 1 Samuel 20:30-32: 30 Saul burned with anger against Jonathan. He said to him, "You are an evil son. You have refused to obey me. I know that you are on the side of Jesse's son. You should be ashamed of that. And your mother should be ashamed of having a son like you. 31 You will never be king as long as Jesse's son lives on this earth. And you will never have a kingdom either. So send for the son of Jesse. Bring him to me. He must die!" 32 "Why do you want to put him to death?" Jonathan asked his father. "What has he done?" 

10. To what extent should we defend our neighbor if he is being wrongly accused? Yes, even to the point of risking our own lives!  Would you jump into the water to save a drowning friend?  We should be willing to do the same to defend the good name of a friend.
· Proverbs 31:8-9:  8 "Speak up for those who can't speak for themselves. Speak up for the rights of all those who are poor.  9 Speak up and judge fairly.  Speak up for the rights of those who are poor and needy."

11. Give examples of those who cannot speak up for themselves. The unborn cannot speak for themselves – we need to speak up for them and try to preserve their lives from abortion. When someone is not present and his reputation is being maligned it is out duty to speak up for that person.
· God requires that we speak well of our neighbor.

· Luke 7:1-5:  1 Jesus finished saying all those things to the people. Then he entered Capernaum. 2 There the servant of a Roman commander was sick and about to die. His master thought highly of him. 3 The commander heard about Jesus. So he sent some elders of the Jews to him. He told them to ask Jesus to come and heal his servant.  4 They came to Jesus and begged him, "This man deserves to have you do this. 5 He loves our nation and has built our synagogue." 

12. What opportunities do you have to speak well of your neighbor? We can point out the good things that others say and do.  We can avoid repeating any of the bad or sinful things the other person might have done.
· God requires that we take everything in the kindest possible way.

· Zechariah 8:17: Do not make evil plans against your neighbors. When you take an oath to tell the truth, do not lie. Many people love to do that. But I hate all of those things," announces the Lord.
13. How can we overcome evil thoughts about someone we really don’t like? We need to remember that God loves all people (and gave Jesus to be the Savior of all). That doesn’t mean that God likes what people have done – far from it.  That should be our attitude.  We may not like many of the things another person does or things he or she stands for but we can still extend Christian love to that person – saying and doing things that will bring that person into a closer relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
· 1 Corinthians 13:5-7: 5 It (love) is not rude. It does not look out for its own interests. It does not easily become angry. It does not keep track of other people's wrongs. 6 Love is not happy with evil. But it is full of joy when the truth is spoken. 7 It always protects. It always trusts. It always hopes. It never gives up.

14. How should we handle something when we don’t know if it is true or not? If it is not our concern Christian love says to let it go.  If it is our concern or has an effect on us Christian love says we keep it to ourselves or go back to the person and deal with it there.
· God requires that we admonish our neighbor when he sins.

· Leviticus 19:16-17: 16 "'Do not go around spreading lies among your people. "'Do not do anything that puts your neighbor's life in danger. I am the Lord. 17 "'Do not hate your brother in your heart. Correct your neighbor boldly when he does something wrong. Then you will not share his guilt.’”
15. What good might it accomplish if we call our neighbor to account when he has been guilty of sin? It might lead the person to see three things: 1) in Christian love you are concerned about him or her, 2) that he or she has truly sinned against God, and 3) he or she might be led to repentance over that sin.
· Matthew 18:15-18: 15 "If your brother sins against you, go to him. Tell him what he did wrong. Keep it between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won him back. 16 "But what if he won't listen to you? Then take one or two others with you. Scripture says, 'Every matter must be proved by the words of two or three witnesses.'—(Deuteronomy 19:15) 17 But what if he also refuses to listen to the witnesses? Then tell it to the church. And what if he refuses to listen even to the church? Then don't treat him as your brother. Treat him as you would treat an ungodly person or a tax collector. 18 "What I'm about to tell you is true. What you lock on earth will be locked in heaven. What you unlock on earth will be unlocked in heaven.
16. What is the purpose of this strong Christian discipline? It is always to be carried out from a heart of love and concern for the other person.  It is always to show the seriousness of sin and to lead the person to repentance over that sin and faith in the forgiveness of sins through the merits of Jesus Christ.
· 2 Corinthians 2:6-8: 6 He has been punished because most of you decided he should be. That is enough for him. 7 Now you should forgive him and comfort him. Then he won't be sad more than he can stand. 8 So I'm asking you to tell him again that you still love him.
17. If someone has been excommunicated by a church how can he be received back again? “Excommunication” is a final act of the church where the congregation of believers unanimously believes that because of the person’s lack of repentance over an obvious sin, the person would go to hell if he or she died at this time. At any time, present or future, that the person recognizes that sin and repents of it, that person is assured of God’s forgiveness through faith in Christ and the “excommunication” is lifted and the person received back fully into the congregation of believers.
OUR RESPONSE

· Someone once said, “If you are going to lie, you better have a very good memory.”  Why would that statement be true? Because one lie usually requires another two, three or more lies to cover up the first one!  
· What is the reason a Christian will always strive to be truthful? Because this is what is pleasing to God.  Also, it makes life so much easier.  One does not have to worry about what we said to one person and what we said to another.  If we are telling the truth we will saying the same thing to everyone!  It’s not always easy but the Lord is there to give us forgiveness and strength to be truthful.
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