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Part 11 – The Conclusion to the Commandments
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INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – O Lord, we realize that you are serious about what you say in your holy Word.  Help us to hear your law with a repentant heart, and to rejoice in your gospel of forgiveness through Jesus with a believing heart.  This we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
· God is serious about what he says!  He is a “jealous” God.  By jealous God means he wants us for himself and does not want to share us with any other “gods.”  Parents often threaten their children with punishment but do not follow through.  When God makes a threat he carries it out.  But, also, when God makes a promise he also carries that out as well.

LOOK AT GOD’S THREAT IN HIS LAW.

· God threatens to punish all that break any of his commandments.

· Exodus 20:5: Do not bow down to them or worship them. I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God. I punish the children for the sin of their parents. I punish the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of those who hate me.
1. When you are tempted to break a law are you afraid of what the punishment might be if caught?  Explain. Most people will answer “yes.” We have that natural fear because God’s law is written in our hearts.  (The Ten Commandments give us a clearer picture of that law than the natural law in our hearts.)
· God threatens to punish with his wrath.

· Genesis 3:17-18: 17 The Lord God said to Adam, "You listened to your wife. You ate the fruit of the tree that I commanded you about. I said, 'You must not eat its fruit.' "So I am putting a curse on the ground because of what you did.  All the days of your life you will have to work hard to get food from the ground. 18 You will eat the plants of the field, even though the ground produces thorns and thistles.
2. How does God use nature to show his wrath today? God shows he is in control with the weather, hurricanes, volcanoes, earthquakes, wild fires, etc.  With all of our technology we still cannot control those things because God is in control.
· Romans 1:18: God shows his anger from heaven. It is against all the godless and evil things people do. They are so evil that they say no to the truth.
3. What blessing does the unbeliever not have? He does not have the peace of knowing that when he dies he will go to heaven.  He does not know how to get rid of all the sins (“bad things”) he has done in his life.  Only the Christian can appreciate what Christ has done for us.
· God threatens to punish with death and eternal damnation.

· Genesis 3:19: You will have to work hard and sweat a lot to produce the food you eat.  You were made out of the ground. And you will return to it.  You are dust.  So you will return to it."
4. Why does this verse not deny a life after death? Here the Lord is talking about our earthly bodies.  Yes, they will turn to dust (quickly by cremation or more slowly by decay in a grave) but our souls return to the God who gave them.  The souls of the believers will be with the Lord in heaven forever but the souls of the unbelievers will be condemned to the fires of hell separated from God forever.  (Bodies and souls will be reunited on Judgment Day.)
· Romans 6:23: When you sin, the pay you get is death. But God gives you the gift of eternal life because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done.
· Romans 5:12: Sin entered the world because one man sinned. And death came because of sin. Everyone sinned, so death came to all people.
5. How can you avoid “death?” We cannot avoid physical death (unless the end of the world comes before we die).  We can avoid spiritual death through faith in Jesus Christ who died for us.  That spiritual gift is a gift with no strings attached.
· Luke 16:19-31: 19 "Once there was a rich man. He was dressed in purple cloth and fine linen. He lived an easy life every day. 20 A man named Lazarus was placed at his gate. Lazarus was a beggar. His body was covered with sores. 21 Even dogs came and licked his sores. All he wanted was to eat what fell from the rich man's table. 22 "The time came when the beggar died. The angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell, the rich man was suffering terribly. He looked up and saw Abraham far away. Lazarus was by his side. 24 So the rich man called out, 'Father Abraham! Have pity on me! Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water. Then he can cool my tongue with it. I am in terrible pain in this fire.' 25 "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember what happened in your lifetime. You received your good things. Lazarus received bad things. Now he is comforted here, and you are in terrible pain. 26 Besides, a wide space has been placed between us and you. So those who want to go from here to you can't go. And no one can cross over from there to us.' 27 "The rich man answered, 'Then I beg you, father. Send Lazarus to my family. 28 I have five brothers. Let Lazarus warn them. Then they will not come to this place of terrible suffering.' 29 "Abraham replied, 'They have the teachings of Moses and the Prophets. Let your brothers listen to them.'  30 " 'No, father Abraham,' he said. 'But if someone from the dead goes to them, they will turn away from their sins.'  31 "Abraham said to him, 'They do not listen to Moses and the Prophets. So they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
6. How can you escape the fires of hell? The only way is through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior – the Savior revealed in Bible (Moses and the Prophets). Rejecting that Savior as revealed in the Word means that one has rejected God’s gift and will be condemned to the fires of hell.
· Matthew 10:28: Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but can't kill the soul. Instead, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
7. Why do some people deny there is a hell? The Bible clearly teaches the existence of hell.  People deny it because they wish it were not there.  They rationalize, “If I don’t believe there is a hell then I will not have to face the possibility of going there.” This is false thinking.  Wishing it were not there does not make it a fact. (The Jehovah Witnesses deny the reality and existence of hell.)
· Matthew 25:41, 46: 41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'You are cursed! Go away from me into the fire that burns forever. It has been prepared for the devil and his angels. 46 "Then they will go away to be punished forever. But those who have done what is right will receive eternal life."
8. What does Jesus mean when he says “those who have done what is right will receive eternal life?” We are saved by faith without works.  However, faith cannot be seen except by God.  How do we see faith?  We see faith by the works the Christian does.  If we do not see works we make the judgment that there is no faith there.
· God threatens to punish the children of those who hate him.

· Exodus 20:5: Do not bow down to them or worship them. I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God. I punish the children for the sin of their parents. I punish the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of those who hate me.
9. How can children and grandchildren escape the punishment meted out to their parents/grandparents? By repentance and faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. It does show that parents and grandparents do have a responsibility to share the gospel with their children and grandchildren or they will have to answer for their sin of neglect in this regard.
· Ezekiel 18:19-23: 19 "But you still ask, 'Is the son guilty along with his father?' No! The son did what was fair and right. He was careful to keep all of my rules. So you can be sure he will live. 20 People will die because of their own sins. The son will not be guilty because of what his father did. And the father will not be guilty because of what his son did. The right things a godly person does will be added to his account. The wrong things a sinful person does will be charged against him. 21 "But suppose a sinful person turns away from all of the sins he has committed. And he keeps all my rules. He does what is fair and right. Then you can be sure he will live. He will not die. 22 None of the sins he has committed will be held against him. Because of the godly things he has done, he will live. 23 "When sinful people die, it does not give me any joy," announces the Lord and King. "But when they turn away from their sins and live, that makes me very happy.
10. Why do you not need to be afraid to stand before God on Judgment Day? If we had to stand on the basis of how we kept the commandments we would be shaking in our boots!  However, we are clothed in the robe of Christ’s righteousness and this makes us acceptable to our heavenly Father and all fear is taken away.  Thanks be to God!
· Matthew 27:23, 25: 23 "Why? What wrong has he done?" asked Pilate. But they shouted even louder, "Crucify him!" 25 All the people answered, "We and our children will accept the guilt for his death!"

11. Why are you responsible for the death of Jesus Christ? It was my sins and your sins that made it necessary for him to go to that cross.  In that sense we are responsible.
· Genesis 9:25: He said, "May a curse be put on Canaan. He will be the lowest of slaves to his brothers."
12. How can we avoid having the “curse” of God placed on our heads? That curse was on Noah’s son Ham because of his violation of the Sixth Commandment with his father. We can avoid that kind of curse by following God’s commandments in thought, word and deed and in repentance where we have fallen short.
LOOK AT GOD’S PROMISE IN HIS LAW.

· God promises to show mercy to those who keep his commandments.

· Genesis 22:16-18: 16 He said, "I am taking an oath in my own name. I will bless you because of what you have done," announces the Lord. "You have not held back your son, your only son. 17 "So I will certainly bless you. I will make your children after you as many as the stars in the sky. I will make them as many as the grains of sand on the seashore. Your children will take over the cities of their enemies. 18 All nations on earth will be blessed because of your children. All of that will happen because you have obeyed me."
13. What should move us to keep God’s commandments? God’s love for us in Christ Jesus is the only appropriate God pleasing motivation.
· Luke 1:50: He shows his mercy to those who have respect for him, from parent to child down through the years.
14. What prompts God to bless those who in faith keep his commandments? God is pleased when we do keep his commandments and he grants us appropriate blessings.  Some of those blessings might be material but the most important blessings are the spiritual blessings of forgiveness and eternal life.
· Psalm 103:11: His love for those who have respect for him is as high as the heavens are above the earth.
15. What comfort do these words give you as a believer in Christ? God’s love for us in Christ Jesus is great enough to cover all of our sins, regardless of how far we have fallen from him but come back again in repentance.  There is no sin too great that God will not forgive a repentant sinner. (Note: If someone asks about the unforgivable sin that is the sin of rejecting Jesus and his forgiveness.  Because there was no repentance for that sin and change of heart it is “unforgivable.”)
· God promises to graciously reward all obedience to his commandments.

· Luke 17:10: "It's the same with you. Suppose you have done everything you were told to do. Then you should say, 'We are not worthy to serve you. We have only done our duty.'"
16. Why don’t we deserve God’s goodness even though we tried hard to be faithful in keeping the commandments? We would deserve something from God only if we had kept the commandments perfectly.  In faith we still try to keep the commandments and God is pleased with our efforts and our successes and he forgives the failures and mistakes.
· Romans 11:35: "Has anyone ever given anything to God, so that God has to pay him back?" —(Job 41:11)
17. How has God rewarded you for faithfulness in your life? When we trust in him and him alone he will show us the way to a God pleasing life. And along the way we will see some earthly rewards as well as knowing that the eternal rewards are waiting for us.
· Deuteronomy 7:9: So I want you to realize that the Lord your God is God. He is the faithful God. He keeps his covenant for all time to come. He keeps it with those who love him and obey his commands. He shows them his love.
18. What comfort is there for you to know that God will keep his promises “for all time to come?” God keeps all his promises and he will do that until the end of time.  While other people may fail us our God will never fail us.  While other people may change the “rules” along the way our God is unchangeable.  Knowing that gives us comfort.
OUR RESPONSE

· As Christians we are tempted to follow the lifestyle of the world.  The unbelieving world seems to have it so free and easy!  It may be appealing but its end may be death and damnation.  Listen to Moses:

· Deuteronomy 6:6-7:  6 The commandments I give you today must be in your hearts. 7 Make sure your children learn them. Talk about them when you are at home. Talk about them when you walk along the road. Speak about them when you go to bed. And speak about them when you get up.
· God does not want us to be terrified of his law but he does want us to know it and find joy in keeping it.  Our God shows his love to us in his Son Jesus and wants that love to move us to love him and one another.

· May that love of the Savior move you to keep his commandments joyfully in thought, by your words and in your actions!  God bless you in that endeavor!

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION® (NIrV). NIV®. Copyright© 1994, 1996 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Adapted from “God’s Will for our Lives” by William E. Fischer, copyright 1973, Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES


(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)








What does God say about all these commandments?


He says, “I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to thousands who love me and keep my commandments.


What does this mean?


God threatens to punish all who transgress these commandments.  Therefore we should fear his anger and not disobey what he commands.





But he promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments.  Therefore we should love and trust in him, and gladly obey what he commands.
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