TEACHER’S GUIDE - GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES

(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)

Part 2 – The First Commandment

You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean?

We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.
INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – O Lord, today so many people want to set up their own gods.  Help us to realize that you, the Triune God, are the only true God, and salvation is found in you only.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
· With so many different religions in the world, with very devout followers, can we say that there is only one true God? Is the Triune God and faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior really the only way to eternal life?  Are we being too narrow-minded?  Aren’t we all going to the same place, just taking different roads? If there is time you might want to list some of the false religions today including Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism.  We are not being “narrow-minded;” we are following what God has revealed in his Word.  The Bible makes clear that there is only one way of salvation and that is through Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (Acts 4:12). Through Jesus the road is to heaven; through anyone or anything else the road is to hell!
· While that is the belief of many, we look to the very First Commandment of God himself who answers those questions for us in his holy Word. There is only one God, the Triune God, and he wants to be first in our lives.

WHAT DOES GOD FORBID IN THE FIRST COMMANDMENT?

· God forbids open idolatry, worshipping anyone or anything in place of him.

· Exodus 20:4-5: 4 "Do not make statues of gods that look like anything in the sky or on the earth or in the waters. 5 Do not bow down to them or worship them. I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God. I punish the children for the sin of their parents. I punish the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of those who hate me.
1. What kind of “statues of gods” do people today worship?

E.g., Buddha, and in some cultures the sun, moon and stars.  Note: It is not wrong to have a statue of Jesus or other believers but they must never become objects of worship.
· Luke 1:46-55: 46 Mary said, "My soul gives glory to the Lord.  47 My spirit delights in God my Savior.  48 He has taken note of me even though I am not important.  From now on all people will call me blessed.  49 The Mighty One has done great things for me. His name is holy.  50 He shows his mercy to those who have respect for him, from parent to child down through the years.  51 He has done mighty things with his arm. He has scattered those who are proud in their deepest thoughts.  52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones. But he has lifted up people who are not important.  53 He has filled those who are hungry with good things. But he has sent those who are rich away empty. 54 He has helped the people of Israel, who serve him. He has always remembered to be kind 55 to Abraham and his children down through the years. He has done it just as he said to our people of long ago."
2. How do Mary’s words show that she was a sinner like everyone else? She calls the Savior to whom she would give birth her “Savior.”
· John 8:42-44: 42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me. I came from God, and now I am here. I have not come on my own. He sent me. 43 "Why aren't my words clear to you? Because you can't really hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil. You want to obey your father's wishes.  "From the beginning, the devil was a murderer. He has never obeyed the truth. There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his natural language. He does this because he is a liar. He is the father of lies.

3. If a person worships another god in place of the Triune God who is he really worshipping? The devil. Again, those are strong words but that is what God says even if the person is a really “nice” person and lives a “good” life!
· John 5:23: Then all people will honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Those who do not honor the Son do not honor the Father, who sent him.
4. How might a person deny Jesus the Son today? He can say he/she worships “god” but not the Triune God or he/she can say it doesn’t make any difference whether one believes in Jesus as the Son of God.  (The Jehovah Witnesses, Unitarians and Mormons deny Jesus is the second person of the Triune God.)
· Psalm 14:1a: Foolish people say in their hearts, "There is no God."
5. What are people called who believe there is no God? Atheists. (The word “theos” is the Greek word for god.  The “a” makes the word negative – no god.)
6. Give examples of other gods (idols) people worship today? Various answers. People can worship the building or the denomination and make them more important than the Word being proclaimed. People can also worship science (evolution) and make that their god.
· God forbids secret idolatry, worshipping things in place of God.

· Luke 12:15-21:  15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has." 16 Then Jesus told them a story. He said, "A certain rich man's land produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What should I do? I don't have any place to store my crops.' 18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my storerooms and build bigger ones. I will store all my grain and my other things in them. 19 I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things stored away for many years. Take life easy. Eat, drink and have a good time." ' 20 "But God said to him, 'You foolish man! This very night I will take your life away from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 "That is how it will be for anyone who stores things away for himself but is not rich in God's eyes."

7. Is it wrong to be rich?  Yes or No?  Explain your answer. All things are the gift of God including money. God gives more “things” to some than others.  He expects us to use all things, including money, in giving him glory and providing for ourselves and others.  It is not wrong to be rich, but it is wrong to be greedy, dishonest, or make money the most important thing in our lives.  If we do that then money is our “god.”
· 1 Corinthians 1:18-31:  18 The message of the cross seems foolish to those who are lost and dying. But it is God's power to us who are being saved. 19 It is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of those who are wise. I will do away with the cleverness of those who think they are so smart." —(Isaiah 29:14) 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the educated person? Where are the great thinkers of this world? Hasn't God made the wisdom of the world foolish? 21 God wisely planned that the world would not know him through its own wisdom. It pleased God to use the foolish things we preach to save those who believe. 22 Jews require miraculous signs. Greeks look for wisdom. 23 But we preach about Christ and his death on the cross. That is very hard for Jews to accept. And everyone else thinks it's foolish. 24 But there are those God has chosen, both Jews and others. To them Christ is God's power and God's wisdom. 25 The foolish things of God are wiser than human wisdom. The weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when God chose you. Not many of you were considered wise by human standards. Not many of you were powerful. Not many of you belonged to important families. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise. He chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the things of this world that are common and looked down on. He chose what is not considered to be important to do away with what is considered to be important. 29 So no one can brag to God. 30 Because of what God has done, you belong to Christ Jesus. He has become God's wisdom for us. He makes us right with God. He makes us holy and sets us free. 31 It is written, "The one who brags should brag about what the Lord has done."—(Jeremiah 9:24) 

8. Why is it idolatry to trust in one’s own wisdom? We are making our own wisdom our “god.”  We are saying we know more than God!
· Isaiah 22:13: Instead, you are enjoying yourselves at wild parties! You are killing cattle and sheep. You are eating their meat and drinking wine. You are saying, "Let's eat and drink, because tomorrow we'll die."
9. When is “partying” wrong and when is it all right? God wants us to enjoy the life he has given us – all things come from him.  However, we can never use the things he gives to be used for sinful purposes.  E.g., drunkenness, immorality, etc.
10. How can a Bible believing Christian be guilty of secret idolatry? As Christians we need to avoid temptations in all areas of life including greed, dishonesty, trust in our own strength and ability, or making the pleasures of life more important than our relationship with our God.
WHAT DOES GOD REQUIRE ACCORDING TO THE FIRST COMMANDMENT?

· He requires that we fear him above all things.

· Romans 1:18: God shows his anger from heaven. It is against all the godless and evil things people do. They are so evil that they say no to the truth.
11. Why should we fear God’s wrath and punishment? We should be afraid to break God’s commandments and afraid of what he will do to unrepentant sinners. We have to learn to say “no” to sin. (We can do that only through the help of the Holy Spirit.)
· Psalm 33:8: Let the whole earth have respect for the Lord. Let all of the people in the world honor him.
12. How can we show respect for the Lord? We show respect by having a high regard for God and his Word. We respect the Lord when we say “no” to sin. Joseph did that (Genesis 39) when he would not sleep with Potiphar’s wife.
· He requires that we love him above all things.

· Matthew 10:37: "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me. Anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”
13. When does love for family become a sin in the eyes of God? When we follow a family member into sin we are making that family member more important than what God says.  Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 22) rather than disobey God.
· Matthew 22:37: Jesus replied, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your mind.'”—(Deuteronomy 6:5)
14. How much does God want us to love him? We are to love God more than anyone or anything else in life.
· He requires that we trust in him above all things.
· Psalm 37:5: Commit your life to the Lord. Here is what he will do if you trust in him.
15. What will we do if we trust in the Lord? We will rely on him and take him at his Word even if we don’t always understand what God has in mind for us.
16. Is there a time in your life when you had to put complete trust in the Lord? Various answers. (Example: The doctor says your chances of coming out of an operation are 50/50.  Do you have the operation or not?  Whatever you do you trust that the Lord will bring about the right answer (Romans 8:39).
17. What has the Lord done for us to show us that we can put our complete trust in him? He gave his own Son to be our Savior.
OUR RESPONSE

· 1 John 1:8-9:  8 Suppose we claim we are without sin. Then we are fooling ourselves. The truth is not in us. 9 But God is faithful and fair. If we admit that we have sinned, he will forgive us our sins. He will forgive every wrong thing we have done. He will make us pure.
18. Since we have not been perfect why are these words so comforting? Our forgiveness is not based on what we have done or not done but is based on what Jesus has done for us.  Believing in Jesus as our Savior gives us comfort for life now and for eternal life.
19. How would you answer the person who says, “I am trying my best; God will have to be satisfied with that”? That is the religion of many people in the world and even some Christians like to think that.  We can say that God is only satisfied with perfection in thought, word and by our actions but God also made a way of escape for us by sending his own perfect Son to be our Substitute.  Believing in him we will have no doubts because it is not us, but God doing it!
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