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Part 3 – The Second Commandment
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INTRODUCTION

· Prayer – O Lord, we thank you for revealing your name to us in your Word. Help us to avoid misusing your name and help us to use it in the way that would most please you.  In your name we ask it.  Amen.
· A name identifies a person but does not tell us what kind of a person he or she is. God’s name is different.  God has more than 100 names in the Bible. Those names tell us who he is, what he does for us, and what he has done for us.  The main purpose for revealing his name is to bless us.

· Our God gave us his name when he made us his children.  He wants us to use it to praise and thank him.  He doesn’t want us to use his name carelessly, uselessly, or for an evil purpose.  Can you think of an evil purpose for which someone might use God’s name?

WHAT DOES GOD FORBID IN THE SECOND COMMANDMENT?

· God forbids cursing.

· Leviticus 24:15: "Say to the people of Israel, 'If anyone calls down a curse on me, he will be held accountable.’”
1. In Bible times a person could be stoned for cursing.  How do people regard cursing today?

· James 3:10: Praise and cursing come out of the same mouth. My brothers and sisters, it shouldn't be that way.
2. How can we avoid cursing in our daily lives?

· God forbids false swearing.

· Matthew 26:63-64: 63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, "I command you under oath by the living God. Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 "Yes. It is just as you say," Jesus replied. "But here is what I say to all of you. In days to come, you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One. You will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven."

3. Why was this not a sin for Jesus to swear in this way?

4. Is it proper for you to swear when you are in court?  Why?

· Matthew 26:72: Again he (Peter) said he was not. With an oath he said, "I don't know the man!"

5. When are we tempted like Peter to swear an oath to back up something we are saying?

· Matthew 5:37: "Just let your 'Yes' mean 'Yes.' Let your 'No' mean 'No.' Anything more than this comes from the evil one.”
6. What are some ways people show thoughtless and needless swearing?

· God forbids practicing superstition and witchcraft.
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· 1 Samuel 28:5-7:  5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid. Terror filled his heart. 6 He asked the Lord for advice. But the Lord didn't answer him through dreams or prophets. He didn't answer him when Saul had the priest use the Urim. 7 Saul spoke to his attendants. He said, "Find me a woman who gets messages from those who have died. Then I can go and ask her some questions."  "There's a woman like that in Endor," they said.

· 8. How do people today try to find out things God has not revealed?
· God forbids lying and deceiving in his name.
· Jeremiah 23:31: "Yes," announces the Lord. "I am against the prophets who wag their own tongues but still say, 'Here is what the Lord says.'”
9. Give an example of teaching that is contrary to God’s Word?

· Matthew 15:7-8: 7 "You pretenders! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you. He said, 8 " 'These people honor me by what they say. But their hearts are far away from me.’”
10. How can we avoid being a “pretender?”

WHAT DOES GOD REQUIRE IN THE SECOND COMMANDMENT?

· He requires that we pray in his name.

· John 16:23: "When that day comes, you will no longer ask me for anything. What I'm about to tell you is true. My Father will give you anything you ask for in my name.” 
11. Why is praying in God’s name and in Jesus’ name one and the same thing?
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· 1 Thessalonians 5:17: Never stop praying.
12. What does the Lord mean with these words?

· He requires that we praise his name.

· Psalm 103:1-2: 1 I will praise the Lord. Deep down inside me, I will praise him. I will praise him, because his name is holy. 2 I will praise the Lord. I won't forget anything he does for me.
13. What is God doing for you that you should praise him right here and now?

· 1 Peter 2:8-9: 8 And, "It is a stone that causes people to trip. It is a rock that makes them fall." —(Isaiah 8:14) They trip and fall because they do not obey the message. That is also what God planned for them. 9 But God chose you to be his people. You are royal priests. You are a holy nation. You are a people who belong to God. All of this is so that you can sing his praises. He brought you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

· 14. How are we to praise God?
· He requires that we give thanks in his name.

· Luke 17:11-17: 11 Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. He traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men met him. They had a skin disease. They were standing close by. 13 And they called out in a loud voice, "Jesus! Master! Have pity on us!" 14 Jesus saw them and said, "Go. Show yourselves to the priests." While they were on the way, they were healed. 15 When one of them saw that he was healed, he came back. He praised God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, "Weren't all ten healed? Where are the other nine?

· 15. Have you thanked God today for his blessings?  Do you do this every day?

· Psalm 118:1: Give thanks to the Lord, because he is good. His faithful love continues forever.
16. Why does this make a good prayer to say at meal time?
OUR RESPONSE

· 17.  How can we work to clean up our speech so it is God pleasing?

· 18.  How can we help others to overcome profanity, cursing and false swearing?

· 19.  How can we be sure that these sins are forgiven by God?
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GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES


(An Eleven Part Bible Study on the Ten Commandments)





You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.


What does this mean?


We should fear and love God that we do not use his name to curse, swear, lie or deceive, or use witchcraft, but call upon God’s name in every trouble, pray, praise and give thanks.








Deuteronomy 18:10-12:  10 Here are things you must not do. Don't sacrifice your children in the fire to other gods. Don't practice any kind of evil magic at all. Don't use magic to try to explain the meaning of warnings in the sky or of any other signs. Don't take part in worshiping evil powers. 11 Don't put a spell on anyone. Don't get messages from those who have died. Don't talk to the spirits of the dead. Don't get advice from the dead. 12 The Lord your God hates it when anyone does those things. The nations that are in the land he's giving you practice the things he hates. So he will drive out those nations to make room for you.


7. Why is astrology and believing one’s horoscope so dangerous for the Christian?
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