TEACHER’S GUIDE - WOMEN OF THE BIBLE – LYDIA
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PRAYER: O Lord God, heavenly Father, you have called sinful human beings to be your servants.  Thank you for women like Lydia.  Help me to believe that all my sins were paid for by Jesus my Savior and the Holy Spirit is at work through the Word to strengthen me in my faith and in my life. Help me always to serve you faithfully even if those around me do not.  I ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The women of the Bible make an interesting study of faith and life. Like every woman they all carry the baggage of sin on their shoulders.  In this study we will see how the Lord’s grace and mercy reached out to Lydia through the preaching and work of the Apostle Paul.
BACKGROUND: At the time of his ascension Jesus said that the gospel was to be preached to the entire world.  This was a hard saying for the Jewish followers who had maintained their separate existence from the rest of the world for so many years.  Among those the Lord called to special service to bring the gospel to the non-Jewish people was the Apostle Paul.  His successful missionary work is proclaimed in the latter chapters of the book of Acts.  Lydia was one of those who came to faith on the first missionary journey of Paul.
Read Acts 16:9-15, 40:  9 During the night Paul had a vision. He saw a man from Macedonia standing and begging him. "Come over to Macedonia!" the man said. "Help us!" 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia. We decided that God had called us to preach the good news there. 

Lydia Becomes a Believer 

11 At Troas we got into a boat. We sailed straight for Samothrace. The next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony. It is an important city in that part of Macedonia. We stayed there several days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate. We walked down to the river. There we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered together. 14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia. She was from the city of Thyatira. Her business was selling purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to accept Paul's message. 15 She and her family were baptized. Then she invited us to her home. "Do you consider me a believer in the Lord?" she asked. "If you do, come and stay at my house." She succeeded in getting us to go home with her… 40 After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house. There they met with the believers. They told them to be brave. Then they left.
1. Why did the Apostle Paul and his companions go to Greece (Macedonia)?
The Lord – using a vision – called Paul to leave Asia Minor and go to Greece to proclaim the gospel.
2. What was special about the Greek city of Philippi?

It was a Roman colony and an important city as people traveled from Asia Minor to Greece.
3. What activity did Paul and his party discover in progress in Philippi?
Paul expected that the Jewish people would gather together for prayer on the Sabbath.  Note that these were all women.  According to Jewish law they could not have a Synagogue service unless there were ten men present so this is described as a prayer service.
4. What do you learn here about Lydia and her background?
She was a business woman from Thyatira and was a believer in the true God.
5. Why was she a member of this prayer group?
She shared a common faith with the others who were there.  We are not told if she was Jewish or if she was a convert to Judaism.
6. How did she respond to Paul’s message?  Why?
She believed that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah.  She believed not just because Paul said so but the Holy Spirit worked that faith in her hearts.
7. Who else was reached because of her response to the message?

Other neighbors and friends were reached as Paul and his companions stayed at her house.
8. How would this event have encouraged Paul in his calling of verse 10?

Paul got to see the results of his preaching.  Oftentimes we don’t get to see the results but we are still to be faithful in sharing the gospel even if we do not see any results.
9. How did Lydia minister to Paul and his friends?

She opened her home to them and provided for them while they were in Philippi.
Additional background:  Paul continued his missionary journeys and the Lord brought many more people to faith in Jesus as the Savior.  The authorities were always looking for ways to stop Paul from preaching and they finally arrested him and eventually took him to Rome for trial.  Paul never lost his concern for the people to whom he had preached and he wrote several letters to those people from prison.  One of those letters was to the Christians in Philippi.

Read Philippians 1:1-11:  1 We, Paul and Timothy, are writing this letter. We serve Christ Jesus. We are sending this letter to you, all of God's people in Philippi. You belong to Christ Jesus. We are also sending this letter to your leaders and deacons.  2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 

Paul Prays and Gives Thanks 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy. 5 I am happy because you have joined me in spreading the good news. You have done so from the first day until now. 6 I am sure that the One who began a good work in you will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you. I love you with all my heart. I may be held by chains, or I may be standing up for the truth of the good news. Either way, all of you share in God's grace together with me. 8 God can give witness that I long for all of you. I love you with the love that Christ Jesus gives. 9 I pray that your love will grow more and more. And let it be based on knowledge and understanding. 10 Then you will be able to know what is best. You will be pure and without blame until the day Christ returns. 11 You will be filled with the fruit of right living produced by Jesus Christ. All of those things bring glory and praise to God. 

10. What value did Paul place upon those first converts in Europe (v. 5)?
He was happy that they shared in the ministry with Paul.
11. How did Paul feel about those converts?

He loved them with all of his heart.  This is “agape” love, love that gives without being concerned about being loved in return.  This is the kind of love God has for us in giving his Son Jesus to be our Lord and Savior.
12. In what ways, besides hospitality, do you think Lydia was Paul’s partner in the gospel?
She lived her faith and she shared her faith with others.
13. Read the prayer of verses 9-11 as if you were Lydia reading it for the first time.  Feel what she must have felt.  Now read the prayer as if Paul prayed it for you.  What does the Lord need to help you to make this prayer come true?
We need to come to him in repentance and faith – a faith that is worked by the Holy Spirit through the Word (and the sacraments).  Note how Lydia and her family were baptized after the Holy Spirit brought her to faith.
14. Think about Lydia and her sphere of influence.  How widespread was her outreach when she made herself available to the Lord?

Because Philippi was on a crossroad between Asia Minor and Europe (Greece, Italy), many people passed through.  Her witness as a Christian businesswoman would be widespread as she lived her faith and shared her faith.
15. How could you make yourself more “available” to the Lord?

Various answers.  We need to look for every opportunity to live and share our faith.  Even those who are incarcerated can do that!
16. How did Lydia exhibit the power of the risen Christ in her life?

She continued to grow in her faith as she used God’s Word.  It became the motivating power of all she said and did.
17. How might you exhibit the power of the risen Christ in your life?

Various answers.  Study the Word, believe the Word, share the Word, live the Word.  A person who is incarcerated can do this by showing repentance over one’s past actions and life and showing how he/she is going to live one’s life to God’s glory at the present and in the future.
18. What could you be doing so more people might meet their Savior through you?

Various answers.  Look for every opportunity to help someone see their need of a Savior and lead them to see that Jesus is there for them with his love, forgiveness and salvation.  He will be there to strengthen the believer every day through every circumstance.  Give him the glory!
Closing Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for revealing some the details of the life of Lydia.  Help me to learn that you are there and that in the end all things will work out for the good of those who love you if we follow your Word and your will. Help me to be a better witness of your love to others.  Thank you for dying for me and for paying for all of my sins.  Help me to make changes in my life so that I can better serve you and live in accord with your Word.  In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
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