WOMEN OF THE BIBLE – RAHAB
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PRAYER: O Lord God, heavenly Father, you have called sinful human beings to be your servants.  Thank you for women like Rahab.  Help me to believe that all my sins were paid for by Jesus my Savior and the Holy Spirit is at work through the Word to strengthen me in my faith and in my life.  I ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The women of the Bible make an interesting study of faith and life. Like every woman they all carry the baggage of sin on their shoulders.  In this study we will see how the Lord’s grace and mercy reached out to these women to assure them of their forgiveness and blessed them to be of service to him and his kingdom.
Read Joshua 2:1-24: 1 Joshua, the son of Nun, sent two spies from Shittim. He sent them in secret. He said to them, "Go. Look the land over. Most of all, check out Jericho." So they went to Jericho. They stayed at the house of a prostitute. Her name was Rahab. 2The king of Jericho was told, "Look! Some of the people of Israel have come here tonight. They've come to check out the land." 3So the king sent a message to Rahab. It said, "Bring out the men who came into your house. They've come to check out the whole land." 4But the woman had hidden the two men. She said, "It's true that the men came here. But I didn't know where they had come from. 5 They left at sunset, when it was time to close the city gate. I don't know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You might catch up with them." 6But in fact she had taken them up on the roof. There she had hidden them under some flax she had piled up. 7The king's men left to hunt down the spies. They took the road that leads to where the Jordan River can be crossed. As soon as they had gone out of the city, the gate was shut. 8Rahab went up on the roof before the spies settled down for the [image: image2.jpg]


night. 9 She said to them, "I know that the Lord has given this land to you. We are very much afraid of you. Everyone who lives in this country is weak with fear because of you. 10"We've heard how the Lord dried up the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt. We've heard what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings. They ruled east of the Jordan River. You completely destroyed them. 11"When we heard about it, our hearts melted away in fear. Because of you, we aren't brave anymore. The Lord your God is the God who rules over heaven above and earth below. 12"Now then, please take an oath. Promise me in the name of the Lord that you will be kind to my family. I've been kind to you. Promise me 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother. Spare my brothers and sisters. Also spare everyone in their families. Promise that you won't put any of us to death." 14So the men made a promise to her. "We'll give up our lives to save yours," they said. "But don't tell anyone what we're doing. Then we'll be kind and faithful to you when the Lord gives us the land." 15The house Rahab lived in was part of the city wall. So she let the spies down by a rope through the window. 16 She had said to them, "Go up into the hills. The men who are chasing you won't be able to find you. Hide yourselves there for three days until they return. Then you can go on your way." 17 The men said to her, "You made us take an oath and make a promise. But we won't keep it 18 unless you do what we say. When we enter the land, you must tie this bright red rope in the window. Tie it in the window you let us down through. "Bring your father and mother into your house. Also bring your brothers and everyone else in your family into your house. 19 None of you must go out into the street. If you do, anything that happens to you will be your own fault. Don't hold us accountable. "But if anyone hurts someone who is inside the house with you, it will be our fault. And you can hold us accountable. 20"Don't tell anyone what we're doing. If you do, we won't have to keep the promise you asked us to make." 21"I agree," Rahab replied. "I'll do as you say." So she sent them away, and they left. Then she tied the bright red rope in the window. 22When the spies left, they went up into the hills. They stayed there for three days. By that time the men who were chasing them had searched all along the road. They couldn't find them. So they returned. 23Then the two spies started back. They went down out of the hills. They went across the Jordan River. They came to Joshua, the son of Nun. They told him everything that had happened to them. 24 They said, "We're sure the Lord has given the whole land over to us. All of the people there are weak with fear because of us." 
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Read Joshua 6:22-25: 22 Then Joshua spoke to the two men who had gone in to check out the land. He said, "Go into the prostitute's house. Bring her out. Also bring out everyone who is with her. That's what you promised her you would do when you took an oath." 23 So the young men who had checked out the land went into Rahab's house. They brought her out along with her parents and brothers. They brought out everyone else who was there with her. They put them in a place that was outside the camp of Israel. 24 Then they burned the whole city and everything that was in it. But they added the silver and gold to the treasures that were kept in the Lord's house. They also put there the articles that were made out of bronze and iron. 25 But Joshua spared the prostitute Rahab. He spared her family. He also spared everyone else who was in the house with her. He did it because she hid the spies he had sent to Jericho. Rahab lives among the people of Israel to this very day. 

Read Hebrews 11:31: Rahab, the prostitute, had faith. So she welcomed the spies. That's why she wasn't killed with those who didn't obey God. 

Read James 2:25: Didn't God make even Rahab the prostitute right with him? That's because of what she did. She gave the spies a place to stay. Then she sent them off in a different direction. 
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Read Isaiah 1:18: "Come. Let us talk some more about this matter," says the Lord. "Even though your sins are bright red, they will be as white as snow. Even though they are deep red, they will be white like wool. 

QUESTIONS:
1. What was Rahab’s reputation?
2. Do you think her lie was justified?

3. Is lying ever justified?

4. Have you ever “had” to lie?  Explain your answer.

5. Of what was Rahab absolutely sure? (see v. 9)

6. How had she arrived at this conclusion? (see vv. 10-11)

7. According to Hebrews 11:31 what distinguished Rahab from the rest of the population of Jericho?

8. By what specific actions did Rahab demonstrate that she no longer trusted in the pagan idols of her countrymen?

9. How do you think her belief in Israel’s God (2:11) would begin to make a difference in her lifestyle?

10. Because of your faith what differences are their in your lifestyle?

11. What impact would her changed life have had on her family?

12. What part did she play in Israel’s future history? (see Matthew 1:5)

13. What is significant about a “pagan” woman playing such a part?

14. If Rabab had been able to read Isaiah 1:18 what special import would it have had on her?

15. What lesson do you learn from Rahab that can help you in your life today?

Closing Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for revealing that even the worst of sinners in the eyes of the world are still loved by Jesus and that he died for them.  Thank you for dying for me and for paying for all of my sins.  Help me to make changes in my life so that I can better serve you and live in accord with your Word.  In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica.
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