TEACHER’S GUIDE - WOMEN OF THE BIBLE – HANNAH
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PRAYER: O Lord God, heavenly Father, you have called sinful human beings to be your servants.  Thank you for women like Hannah.  Help me to believe that all my sins were paid for by Jesus my Savior and the Holy Spirit is at work through the Word to strengthen me in my faith and in my life. Help me always to serve you faithfully even if your timetable is different than mine.  I ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The women of the Bible make an interesting study of faith and life. Like every woman they all carry the baggage of sin on their shoulders.  In this study we will see how the Lord’s grace and mercy reached out to Hannah and answered her prayers with greater blessings than she imagined but at his time and in his way.
BACKGROUND: Jesus prayed perfectly and he taught his followers to pray.  Prayer involves talking with God, listening, praising, making requests, interceding on behalf of others, expressing grief and frustration, communicating as friend to friend. We are commanded to pray though we don’t know exactly how prayer works in the courts of heaven.  In the Scriptures we have the examples of women you prayed because they believed God.  And God responded, sometimes in unexpected way.  Hannah was such a woman, a woman who prayed out of a broken heart.
Note to teacher:  If the reading is too long you could shorten it and tell a good part of the story rather than read it all.

Read 1 Samuel 1:1 – 2:10: Samuel Is Born 

 1 A certain man from Ramathaim in the hill country of Ephraim was named Elkanah. He was the son of Jeroham. Jeroham was the son of Elihu. Elihu was the son of Tohu. Tohu was the son of Zuph. Elkanah belonged to the family line of Zuph. Elkanah lived in the territory of Ephraim.  2 Elkanah had two wives. One was named Hannah. The other was named Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah didn't. 3 Year after year Elkanah went up from his town to Shiloh. He went there to worship and sacrifice to the Lord who rules over all. Hophni and Phinehas served as priests of the Lord at Shiloh. They were the two sons of Eli.  4 Every time the day came for Elkanah to offer a sacrifice, he would give a share of the meat to his wife Peninnah. He would also give a share to each of her sons and daughters. 5 But he would give two shares of meat to Hannah. That's because he loved her. He also gave her two shares because the Lord had kept her from having children.  6 Peninnah teased Hannah to make her angry. She did it because the Lord had kept Hannah from having children. 7 Peninnah teased Hannah year after year. Every time Hannah would go up to the house of the Lord, Elkanah's other wife would tease her. She would keep doing it until Hannah cried and wouldn't eat.  8 Her husband Elkanah would speak to her. He would say, Hannah, why are you crying? Why don't you eat? Why are you so angry and unhappy? Don't I mean more to you than ten sons?"  9 One time when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. The priest Eli was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the Lord's house. 10 Hannah was very bitter. She sobbed and sobbed. She prayed to the Lord. 11 She made a promise to him. She said, "Lord, you rule over all. Please see how I'm suffering! Show concern for me! Don't forget about me! Please give me a son! If you do, I'll give him back to you. Then he will serve you all the days of his life. He'll never use a razor on his head. He'll never cut his hair."  12 As Hannah kept on praying to the Lord, Eli watched her lips. 13 She was praying in her heart. Her lips were moving. But she wasn't making a sound.    Eli thought Hannah was drunk. 14 He said to her, "How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine."  15 "That's not true, sir," Hannah replied. "I'm a woman who is deeply troubled. I haven't been drinking wine or beer. I was telling the Lord all of my troubles. 16 Don't think of me as an evil woman. I've been praying here because I'm very sad. My pain is so great."  17 Eli answered, "Go in peace. May the God of Israel give you what you have asked him for."  18 She said, "May you be pleased with me." Then she left and had something to eat. Her face wasn't sad anymore.  19 Early the next morning Elkanah and his family got up. They worshiped the Lord. Then they went back to their home in Ramah.    Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah. And the Lord showed concern for her. 20 After some time, Hannah became pregnant. She had a baby boy. She said, "I asked the Lord for him." So she named him Samuel. 

Hannah Gives Samuel to the Lord 

 21 Elkanah went up to Shiloh to offer the yearly sacrifice to the Lord. He also went there to keep a promise he had made. His whole family went with him.  22 But Hannah didn't go. She said to her husband, "When the boy doesn't need me to nurse him anymore, I'll take him to the Lord's house. I'll give him to the Lord there. He'll stay there for the rest of his life."  23 Her husband Elkanah told her, "Do what you think is best. Stay here at home until Samuel doesn't need you to nurse him anymore. May the Lord make his promise to you come true."  So Hannah stayed home. She nursed her son until he didn't need her milk anymore.  24 When the boy didn't need her to nurse him anymore, she took him with her to Shiloh. She took him there even though he was still very young. She brought him to the Lord's house. She brought along a bull that was three years old. She brought more than half a bushel of flour. She also brought a bottle of wine. The bottle was made out of animal skin.  25 After the bull was killed, Elkanah and Hannah brought the boy to Eli. 26 Hannah said to Eli, "Sir, I'm the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. And that's just as sure as you are alive. 27 I prayed for this child. The Lord has given me what I asked him for. 28 So now I'm giving him to the Lord. As long as he lives he'll be given to the Lord." And all of them worshiped the Lord there. 

Hannah Gives Thanks to the Lord – 1 Samuel 2
 1 Then Hannah prayed. She said, "The Lord has filled my heart with joy. He has made me strong. I can laugh at my enemies. I'm so glad he saved me.  2 "There isn't anyone holy like the Lord. There isn't anyone except him. There isn't any Rock like our God. 3 "Don't keep talking so proudly. Don't let your mouth say such proud things. The Lord is a God who knows everything. He judges everything people do.  4 "The bows of great heroes are broken. But those who trip and fall are made strong. 5 Those who used to be full have to work for food. But those who used to be hungry aren't hungry anymore. The woman who couldn't have children has seven of them now.  But the woman who has had many children is sad now because hers have died.  6 "The Lord causes people to die. He also gives people life. He brings people down to the grave. He also brings people up.  7 The Lord makes people poor. He also makes people rich. He brings people down. He also lifts people up.  8 He raises poor people up from the trash pile. He lifts needy people out of the ashes. He lets them sit with princes. He gives them places of honor. "The foundations of the earth belong to the Lord. On them he has set the world.  9 He guards the paths of those who are faithful to him. But evil people will lie silent in their dark graves. "People don't win just because they are strong.  10 Those who oppose the Lord will be totally destroyed. He will thunder against them from heaven. He will judge the earth from one end to the other. "He will give power to his king. He will give honor to his anointed one."
QUESTIONS:
1. How would you describe Hannah’s home life?
There was much jealousy between the two wives of Elkanah.  Elkanah truly loved Hannah and tried to show it by giving her more material things than he did to Peninnah.  (If there is time you could discuss the subject of giving material things vs. showing love in other ways.)
Note:  Multiple wives was one of the ongoing sins of Old Testament times.  God chose not to deal directly with it but it caused problems in almost every home.  Had the people followed the Lord with one man and one woman making a marriage they could better have used and appreciated the blessings of the Lord.

2. How did the pressures of childlessness affect her?
She became depressed, bitter, unhappy and angry even though her husband said it didn’t matter. (Do you think it really didn’t matter to Elkanah?  I think it did but he didn’t express it or show it so he would not upset his wife further.)
3. What was Hannah’s religious commitment (v. 7)?

She was totally committed to her Lord and prayed continually to the Lord for his help.
4. Give several words that describe what her thoughts and emotions must have been as she prayed to the Lord (vv. 10-11).
Bitter, sobbed, made a promise to dedicate the child to the Lord’s service,, suffering, asked for the Lord to be concerned about her, asked the Lord not to forget her…
5. How did she address God?
She addresses him as Lord.  Note: This translation does not distinguish between “Lord” and “LORD.”  The word LORD is used here – meaning the Savior God, the God of free and faithful grace, Jehovah God.
6. What did this reveal about her concept of God?
Her faith was in the true God of Israel, the God who was promising her a Savior.
7. For what did Hannah ask?

She was asking for the blessing of a child.  (Old Testament believers wanted children, especially sons because they hoped that one of those sons might be the Savior or that a daughter might carry on the line of the Savior who was promised.)
8. How did she describe herself?

She was suffering because she did not have a child (like the other wife of Elkanah did).
9. What promise did she make?

If the Lord granted her a son she would dedicate him to the Lord’s service.  
10. What did this reveal about her ultimate motive?

She was not just thinking about herself but also about how she could glorify God if he granted her prayer. (I don’t think she was trying to make a “deal” with God; she was expressing her inmost feelings.)
11. How did Hannah handle Eli’s accusations?  What did this reveal about her character?
She is not afraid to stand up to Eli the priest and tell him the truth about herself.  This shows that she is a very honest and forthright woman.  She tells him the truth but is still respectful of his position and his authority.
12. Have you ever been falsely accused?  Explain.
Various answers. One may respond tactfully or in anger.  The Lord would have us respond truthfully but also in love.
13. What hope would Eli’s response have given her?
His response could comfort her as she prayed and waited to see how the Lord would answer her prayers.
14. How can we account for Hannah’s change in attitude (v. 18b)?

She was assured of the Lord’s blessing and she knew that whatever answer the Lord gave it would be the right answer and she would be able to handle it with the Lord’s help.
15. Of what would Samuel’s name always remind her (v. 20)?
The name sounds almost like the Hebrew words “God heard” and it would always be a reminder that the Lord answered her prayer.
16. How did Hannah follow through on her promise to the Lord (v. 28)?

She took her son to Eli the priest and left him there to grow up and serve the Lord.  (Weaning of a child did not often take place until the child was about three years of age.)
17. How did Elkanah endorse her decision?

He allowed her to stay home from their annual trip to worship the Lord until the child was ready to be turned over to Eli.  He showed his support of her decision.
18. What does this reveal about their relationship with each other? About their mutual relationship with God?
There was a true love and respect between the two of them, a love and respect that was based on a common faith in their Savior God.  
19. What makes a “good” marriage?

One of the best things a marriage can have to make it “good” is when both spouses have a common faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Then they are looking for the same blessings for each other and for their family and their marriage.
20. How did Hannah respond to God’s answer of a son?

She gave all praise and glory to God because she realized that without the Lord’s blessing there would never have been a child.
21. What did Hannah and her husband do together?

They didn’t just have sex trying to have a baby!  They worshipped the Lord which meant praying for the desired blessing and thanking the Lord for hearing their prayers and praising him when their prayers were answered.  (We should also be ready to praise God if his answer is different than the one we prayed for!)
22. Describe Hannah’s view of God in her song of praise (2:1-10).
She gives all credit to God for EVERYTHING.
23. What principles of prayer can we learn from Hannah?
Various answers.  Especially should we learn things like persistence and trust.
24. How can these be applied to the problems we experience – problems that seem to go on and on without end?

Our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and the love he shows us should motivate us to go back to his throne of grace over and over again, carrying all of our burdens to him, and leaving them at the foot of his cross.  Through the Holy Spirit’s work through Word (and sacrament) we can be assured that we are never alone as we face daily life with all of its problems but the Lord is there with us to carry us through until we reach the final blessing of being at home with him in heaven eternally.
25. What new insights did you receive from this Bible study?

Various answers.  We might learn that the Lord hears the prayers of his believers and he wants to be there to bless us and give us those things that will serve for our good in this life but especially for our eternal life.
Closing Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for revealing the details of the life of faithful Hannah.  Help me to learn that even in the most difficult of situations you are there and that in the end all things will work out for the good of those who love you if we follow your Word and your will. Thank you for dying for me and for paying for all of my sins.  Help me to make changes in my life so that I can better serve you and live in accord with your Word.  Help me to be a better “pray-er!” In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
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