TEACHER’S GUIDE - WOMEN OF THE BIBLE – DORCAS
PRAYER: O Lord God, heavenly Father, you have called sinful human beings to be your servants.  Thank you for women like Dorcas.  Help me to believe that all my sins were paid for by Jesus my Savior and the Holy Spirit is at work through the Word to strengthen me in my faith and in my life. Help me always to serve you faithfully even if those around me do not.  I ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
INTRODUCTION: The women of the Bible make an interesting study of faith and life. Like every woman they all carry the baggage of sin on their shoulders.  In this study we will see how the Lord’s grace and mercy reached out to Dorcas and how the Lord used her good works for the benefit of his kingdom.
BACKGROUND: The events of this Bible study are typical of the early life of the Christian church immediately following Jesus’ resurrection.  Both Peter and Paul were active in the church’s leadership.  Peter traveled throughout Judea as the message of the Good News spread, and Paul took the message even farther afield.  Christian women like Dorcas were active as well as we will see.  Joppa was a Mediterranean seaport, northwest of Jerusalem.
Read Acts 9:36-43:  36 In Joppa there was a believer named Tabitha. Her name in the Greek language was Dorcas. (Both names mean “gazelle.”) She was always doing good and helping poor people. 37 About that time she became sick and died. Her body was washed and placed in a room upstairs. 38 Lydda was near Joppa. The believers heard that Peter was in Lydda. So they sent two men to him. They begged him, "Please come at once!" 39 Peter went with them. When he arrived, he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him crying. They showed him the robes and other clothes Dorcas had made while she was still alive. 40 Peter sent them all out of the room. Then he got down on his knees and prayed. He turned toward the dead woman. He said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes. When she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows. He brought her to them. They saw that she was alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa. Many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some time. He stayed with Simon, a man who worked with leather. 

QUESTIONS:
1. What does Dorcas’ name suggest about her personality?
A gazelle is a very fast animal and can get from one place to the other quickly.  Her name may suggest that she was always very active and got things accomplished very quickly.
2. How were those characteristics put into practice?
She helped those who were less fortunate and was a seamstress who took care of the needs of those who did not have adequate clothing.
3. Why is it important that our faith be followed by action (good works)?
Read James 2:14:17:  14 My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people claim they have faith but don't act like it? Can that kind of faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or sister has no clothes or food. 16 Suppose one of you says to them, "Go. I hope everything turns out fine for you. Keep warm. Eat well." And you do nothing about what they really need. Then what good have you done? 17 It is the same with faith. If it doesn't cause us to do something, it's dead. 

Faith will be followed by action!  Without putting that faith into action there really is no faith.
4. After Dorcas’ sickness and death, who represented the believers in getting help?  What did they ask?  What were their expectations?
Two men went to Peter and asked him to come.  They probably thought Peter would bring them the Word of God for their comfort in their loss of this dear sister in Christ.
5. Describe the scene when Peter arrived in Joppa.  What particular group had Dorcas apparently helped the most?
The widows were at Dorcas’ side mourning her loss.  She may well have helped the widows the most and that is why they were there. (One could argue the point that these widows were the “professional mourners” usually present at a death but that does not seem to be the case here.)
6. What had she done for them?  What did her sensitivity to the physical and material needs of others show about her?

Read James 1:27: Here are the kinds of beliefs that God our Father accepts as pure and without fault. When widows and children who have no parents are in trouble, take care of them. And keep yourselves from being polluted by the world.
Dorcas’ acts of love were appreciated by those who received help, especially the widows. She saw a need, was able to supply what was necessary, and fulfilled that need from a heart of faith.
7. When the leaders of the church in Jerusalem needed people to specifically care for the needs of widows, what qualifications were they looking for?

Read Acts 6:3: Brothers, choose seven of your men. They must be known as men who are wise and full of the Holy Spirit. We will turn this important work over to them.
Those chosen needed to be shows as wise and filled with the Holy Spirit before this important work could be turned over to them.
8. Why were these qualifications necessary in Dorcas’ ministry?  What had she apparently given the women besides the clothes she made for them?
Read John 13:34-35:  34 "I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one another, just as I have loved you. 35 If you love one another, everyone will know you are my disciples."
Dorcas was carrying out her ministry from a heart of Christian love.  The women saw that Christian love as well as receiving the physical help they needed.
9. Read Romans 12:6-8:  6 We all have gifts. They differ in keeping with the grace that God has given each of us. Do you have the gift of prophecy? Then use it in keeping with the faith you have. 7 Is it your gift to serve? Then serve. Is it teaching? Then teach. 8 Is it telling others how they should live? Then tell them. Is it giving to those who are in need? Then give freely. Is it being a leader? Then work hard at it. Is it showing mercy? Then do it cheerfully.
Which of the spiritual gifts do you think Dorcas had?  How did she apply those gifts?
Various answers.  She certainly had the gift of service, the gift of giving to those in need and the gift of showing mercy.  She may well have had the gift of prophecy if she proclaimed God’s Word to the women (we are not told that) and perhaps the gift of telling others how they should live (although we are not told that either).
10. Do you know what spiritual gifts you have?  How would God have you use your gifts?
Various answers.  God wants us to develop our gifts and use them to his glory whenever and wherever we have opportunity.  He does not expect that we have all the answers; he does expect that we grow in our faith and in the ways to share that faith with others.
11. According to verse 41 who rejoiced in Dorcas’ resurrection besides the widows?
The other believers who were in Joppa.  (Remember that two of those believers were the ones that went to get Peter and bring him to Dorcas’ house.)
12. According to verse 42 who else benefited from this miraculous event?

The other people who heard about this miracle benefited and the Holy Spirit used that visible proclamation of the Word to bring others to faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
13. Think of specific ways you can open your hands and hearts to those who are underprivileged or needy?  When we show this kind of love to them, whom else are we loving?
Read Matthew 25:34-40: 34 "Then the King will speak to those on his right. He will say, 'My Father has blessed you. Come and take what is yours. It is the kingdom prepared for you since the world was created. 35 I was hungry. And you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty. And you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger. And you invited me in. 36 I needed clothes. And you gave them to me. I was sick. And you took care of me. I was in prison. And you came to visit me.' 37 "Then the people who have done what is right will answer him. 'Lord,' they will ask, 'when did we see you hungry and feed you? When did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you as a stranger and invite you in? When did we see you needing clothes and give them to you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40 "The King will reply, 'What I'm about to tell you is true. Anything you did for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

Various answers.  We can help people with material things they might need.  However, more important is the emotional support we can give others by our very presence and our words of encouragement. We can direct those people – and all people with whom we come in contact – to God’s Word and the comforting message of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  When we show that kind of love to other people we are really showing love to our Savior who loved us enough to give himself in payment of our sins.
14. Are there any other lessons you have learned from this study of Dorcas?

Various answers.  One lesson might be that even in death we can still be a witness for Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
15. If you are incarcerated at the present time how can you be like Dorcas and show good works?
Various answers. One can offer prayer and encouragement for other inmates, especially those who are experiencing a problem or heavy load on his/her shoulders.  One can direct those inmates (and even staff) to the comforting message of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Closing Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for revealing the details of the life of faithful Dorcas.  Help me to learn that in life and in death you are there and that in the end all things will work out for the good of those who love you if we follow your Word and your will. Thank you for dying for me and for paying for all of my sins.  Help me to make changes in my life so that I can better serve you and live in accord with your Word.  In Jesus’ name I ask it.  Amen.
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